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April 25-26- Sponsored two students for SFWA  

April 26-May 4th- Turkman Visitors with COIL Project 

May 3rd- Zambia Student Graduation from WNMU 

May 28-31- SCI Central and South America Summit  

June 7th- Global Partner Round table Sponsored by ASCF and Globalties ABQ 

June 9th 2p-4p- Annual meeting at Congregation Nahalat Shalom 

August 31-September 10- Membership Trip to Lanzhou, China See trip information at 

the end of the newsletter 

November– ASCF and Space Messen-

gers going to Guadalajara, Mexico  

December- Annual Winter Fest 

 

 

 

May 2024 
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January 26th Guadalajara Awards Ceremony by Fabiola Melendez, Guadalajara Cochair  

On January 26th Agnes Chavez, Space Messengers, had a closing ceremony in Guadalajara, Mexico. 
Agnes, Pam and Fabiola, representing ASCF were able to participate through zoom. The ceremony 

was to celebrate and highlight the amazing work that the students and ambassadors have done with 
Space Messengers.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jan 27th International Tea January by Fabiola M  Guadalajara, Cochair  

 
Albuquerque Sister Cities International recently hosted a delightful International Tea event, bringing 
together all 11 sister cities in a celebration of culture, diversity, and community. The event show-
cased the rich tapestry of traditions, flavors, and talents from around the globe.  
Each sister city had its own unique display, offering guests a tantalizing glimpse into their culture 
and heritage. From the vibrant colors of decorations to the tantalizing aromas of exotic teas, 

attendees were treated to a sensory experience like no other. Along-
side the displays, performers from Happy Dance Group took the stage, 

captivating the audience with their 
music, dance, and storytelling. 
Thank you to those who came out 
to the event.  
 
 

Agnes, Pam, and Fabiola with the full Space Messengers 

team 

Happy Dance Group performing  People Finding more information 
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International Tea January  (Continued) -Fabiola M, Guadalajara Cochair 

 

 

 

 

Contributors supporting  Lanzhou, 

China 

Oguljan Young, Chair, and 

family Representing Ashgabat, 

Turkmenistan 

Contributor supporting Malcom 

Siegel, Chair and Leora Jaeger-

Siegel, Cochair of Rehovot, Israel 

Deidre Gordon, Cochair Zambia Yu-lin Shen, Chair and Ru-Bing 

Hsu Cochair of Hualien, Taiwan  

Celeste Nuñez, Chair and Fabiola Melen-

dez, Cochair representing Guadalajara, 

Mexico  
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Norma Ang Farewell by Pam Feather, President  

Albuquerque Sister Cities Foundation would like to thank Norma Ang Sanchez 

for more than 6 years of service as Consul of Mexico. Her excellent work 

strengthened the relationship between New Mexico and Mexico. We will miss 

her greatly. We wish her all the best in her new role as Ambassador of Mexico 

to Ghana, Africa.  

 

 

 

Embassy of the People's Republic of China in the United States 

of America Minister Jing Quan and delegation by: Lin Ye, Lanzhou, Chair and Celeste 

Nuñez, Guadalajara Chair 

 Minister Quan Jin and three staff 

of China Embassy to US paid a visit to Albuquerque 

and met with Alan Armijo, the mayor’s representa-

tive and ACSF President Pam Feather and others 

board members on January 29, 2024. They intro-

duced China’s Young Envoys Scholarship of 50000 

student exchange program. General Consul Shao-

chun Guo and three his staff of Chinese General 

Consulate at Los Angeles visited Albuquerque on 

April 17, 2024. ACSF President Pam Feather and 

New Mexico Trade Alli-

ance CEO Randy Trask and 

others met the guests. 

They would like to facilitate people to people exchanges 

as well as trade development between the sister cities 

program and Chinese cities.   

Third person to right is Minis-

ter Quan Jin 

Alan Armijo, Mayor’s International Liaison for City 

of Albuquerque meeting Minister Quan Jin 

Norma Ang former Consul for Mexico 
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Mochitsuki making ceremony at ABQ BioPark - Kazumi Kawakubo-Todman, Sasebo 

Chair  

  Mochi making demonstration was held at the ABQ Bi-
oPark Botanic Gardenon Feb 03, 2024. We had an out-
standing and not expected audience of close to  500 peo-
ple. We have extended the audience to learn how to make 
mochi and explore the customs and tradition this process 
represents in Japanese Culture. The Sasebo Sister City 
Committee volunteers served Japanese green tea to the 
audience and prepared all the ingredients to make mo-
chi. The Sister City Foundation for Sasebo, Japan collabo-
rated with BioPark staff and the APS Career Enrichment 
Center's Japanese language students in a hands- on 

demonstration to learn about Mochitsuki festivals in Japan, partic-
ipated in making mochi using traditional wooden mallets and a 
stone basin, and the most of everyone enjoyed a sample of the 

finished product. 

 

 

Ikuko Begay, Keiko Bunts and Davis 

Begay, Honorary Consul of Japan 

ABQ Biopark directors with Mia CEC 

Japanese language teacher 

Kazumi, Chair and Davis Begay, Honor-

ary Consul of Japan making Mochi 

Davis Begay, Honorary Consul of Japan 

making Mochi with volunteer  
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ASCF & Mayor Visit Hualien, Taiwan By Yu-Lin Shen, Chair of Hualien, Taiwan 

A joint Albuquerque Mayoral and ASCF 

delegation visited Hualien City, Tai-

wan, on March 20th-22nd, 2024. This 

was a part of the extended celebration 

of the 40th anniversary of our sister 

city relationship. The group was led by 

Mayor Tim Keller and ASCF President 

Pam Feather. The City’s Director of 

Arts and Culture, Shelle Sanchez, was 

also with the group. The trip was orga-

nized by the ASCF Hualien Committee Chair and Co-

chair, Yu-Lin Shen and Ru-Bing Hsu.  

Hualien City Mayor Chia-Yen Wei and his staff ar-

ranged a magnificent reception for the delegation on March 20th. During the ceremony Mayor Keller 

expressed thanks for the opportunity to stand before the audience and emphasized the goal of cele-

brating the friendship between Albuquerque and Hualien. Both mayors highlighted the commonali-

ties between our two cities, including their connection to nature, resilience, creativity, and cultural 

vibrancy. Both sides showed their aspiration for a lasting partnership filled with opportunities, and 

will work on strengthening collaboration in areas such as sustainability, innovation, and cultural ex-

change. Albuquerque flutist, Andrew Thomas, a member in our delegation, played two songs during 

the gathering to celebrate the occasion. A big round-table (30 people) lunch banquet followed the 

ceremony, with each Albuquerque participant flanked by two Hualien participants, and vice versa, to 

maximize interactions. It was a great feast which also features an aboriginal dance performance and 

a magic show.  

    

Mayor Keller, Mayor Wei, and Albuquerque delega-

tion together with the Hualien welcoming party 

outside the Hualien City Office building.  

Group photo at the conclusion of the ceremony.  

At Ching Shui Cliff, by the Pacific coast just north of Hualien. 
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Continued: 

Our delegation visited National Hualien Senior High School 

(HSHS) on the same day. A year ago a Memorandum of Under-

standing was signed between HSHS and Albuquerque Public 

Schools’ Career Enrichment Center, to foster educational and 

cultural interchanges. The two schools started a virtual cultural 

exchange in 2021, out of the desire to stay in contact during 

the pandemic. It turned out to be extremely success-

ful, and the program is going stronger each year. Stu-

dents created and shared short videos on their local 

traditions as well as school/family life, in addition to participating in group online meetings mediated 

by their teachers. During our March 20th visit, Mayor Keller, Director Sanchez, and ASCF President 

Feather presented certificates of appreciation to the HSHS 

principal and two teachers. Sample student videos were 

played; two HSHS students and Andrew Thomas also did a 

short musical performance. The delegation spent the rest 

of the Hualien stay exploring parts of the breathtaking 

Taroko National Park. Before departing Hualien on March 

22nd, the group enjoyed a homemade lunch prepared by a 

local indigenous artist at her house - another memorable 

experience. Aside from the names mentioned above, oth-

er members of the Albuquerque delegation include Randy Trask, Ala-

na McGrattan, Shiow-Ching Hou, Teresa Gachupin, Nora Arbuckle, 

and Carolyn Faye Zamir. The ASCF membership group also visited other places in Taiwan including 

Taipei, Taichung and Lukang. 

 

Earthquake in Hualien By Yu-Lin Shen, Chair of Hualien, Taiwan 

A major earthquake hit Taiwan, in and around the Hualien area, on April 3rd, 2024, causing extensive 
damage. This was less than two weeks after the Albuquerque delegation visited Hualien. Mayor Tim 
Keller immediately dispatched a letter to Mayor Chia-Yen Wei, expressing solidarity and offering 
support. Mayor Wei responded on April 12th and provided an update: with the numerous after-

shocks subsiding, municipal services have resumed, and efforts are underway to restore normal lives 
and revitalize tourism in Hualien. He expressed his heartfelt gratitude for Albuquerque’s kindness 
and friendship, and is looking forward to our growing ties for the years ahead. 

 

 

Presenting the Career Enrichment Center (CEC) T-shirts to 

the principal and staff of Hualien Senior High School.  

Lunch with Hualien City staff. 
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Genevieve Trainor by Pam Feather, President 

Albuquerque Sister Cities Foundation is pleased to present our newest part-
ner, Genevieve Trainor. She is gathering media for us as she travels to 
Kharkiv, Ukraine.  

Genevieve is a media and PR strategist, on-camera and voiceover talent, and 
host of the radio show Cinema Scope (for KSFR 101.1 FM in New Mexico and 
worldwide on KSFR.org). At the end of 2022, Genevieve began volunteering 
in Ukraine. The first city she spent time in was Kharkiv, and she fell for the 
city and its people. Prior to the formation of the Sister Cities International 
partnership between Albuquerque and Kharkiv, she remarked to a colleague 
in Kharkiv that she could see similarities between the two cities: Both are 

academic centers known for their law and medical schools; both cities’ peoples 
value grit and authenticity; and Kharkivians value change coming from within, 

much like Albuquerqueans. While having nothing to do with the partnership’s formation, the seren-
dipity of it led her to reach out to the city of Albuquerque, and the rest is history. She’s now serving 
as Albuquerque’s new Face of Media for the partnership and 
aims to showcase the connections between the two cities’ 
economies, cultures, values and people. 

In addition to helping with the partnership, she spends time 
in Ukraine’s frontline and de-occupied communities, work-
ing with aid groups to document and tell the stories of peo-
ple impacted by Russia’s invasion. She also works with a Kyiv
-based media agency to target Russian propaganda in the 
West. 
 

 

 

 

Pam Feather, President, George  Klapischak Chair of Kharkiv, 

Genevieve Trainor, and Nataliya Edelman, Cochair of Kharkiv 

Genevieve Trainor 
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Lanzhou, China Trip information: 
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Lin Ye is seeking five additional members to sign up for the upcoming trip to Lanzhou, China. The 
dates for the trip are August 31st to September 10th. 

If you are interested or have any questions, please contact Lin Ye directly at lye2015@yahoo.com. 

mailto:lye2015@yahoo.com

